Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.050; wR factor = 0.146; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5.
There are two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 16 H 16 N 2 O 3 , in which the dihedral angles between the two aromatic rings are 13.0 (3) and 6.4 (3) . Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are observed in both molecules, forming S(6) rings in all cases. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Refinement
H2 attached to N2, and H4B attached to N4 were located in a difference map and refined with the N-H distance restrained to 0.90 (1) Å. The other H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å) and refined using a riding model, with with U iso (H) = xU eq (attached atom), where x = 1.5 for methyl H and hydroxyl H, 1.2 for all other carbon-bound H atoms. A rotating group model was used for the methyl and hydroxyl groups.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the asymmetric unit of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme. The dashed lines indicate hydrogen bonds.
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